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Viewing Guide 
	Political Cartoon
	Specific Evidence from Political Cartoon
	Complete Sentence

	What do you think is going on symbolically in this cartoon?
	


	

	What is the issue on which it is focusing? 
	


	

	Political Cartoon – Additional Notes/Evidence from Group Discussion

	







	Video
	Specific Evidence from the Video
	Complete Sentence

	What is the issue on which the video is focusing?
	


	

	What do you think is going on in the video?
	


	

	What are two key points depicted in the video?
	


	

	Video – Additional Notes/Evidence from Group Discussion
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Name: _________________________________________				Date: ________________

AMENDING THE CONSTITUTION
	Important
Terms
	amendment
	a change to a constitution

	
	propose
	to officially suggest something

	
	ratify
	to confirm by expressing consent or approval
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_______________________________

_______________________________

in ______ of the states. 


_____________ of _____________

______________________________.


Amendment RATIFICATION Methods

2/3 of _______________________________
 
____________________________________

 Congress then ________________________

____________________________________. 

This method has been used _______ times. 


_____________ of ___________

__________________________

__________________________.

This method has been used _______ times. 

OR
What is the difference between an amendment and a law?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
OR


Name: _________________________________________				Date: ________________

AMENDING THE CONSTITUTION – Sample Answers
	Important
Terms
	amendment
	a change to a constitution

	
	propose
	to officially suggest something

	
	ratify
	to confirm by expressing consent or approval
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What is the difference between an amendment and a law?
Amendments and laws use different processes for passage.  Amendments involve Congress and state legislatures. Laws are passed by both houses of Congress and approved by the president. 
Amendments change the structure, function or powers of the government. Laws are rules passed by Congress and govern people’s behavior or conduct. 

Conventions vote to ratify the proposed amendment in 3/4 of the states. 



3/4 of the state legislatures vote to ratify the proposed amendment. 


OR
OR


2/3 of both houses of Congress: the Senate and the House of Representatives.

This method has been used 27 times. 


2/3 of the state legislatures 
submit an application to Congress. Congress then calls a convention where states can propose amendments. 
This method has been used 
0 times. 

Amendment RATIFICATION Methods


Complex Text Graphic Organizer: Women’s Rights Case Study
Directions: Before you begin, number each paragraph in the Women’s Rights Case Study reading. After reading, cite specific examples from the text that explain the difficulties for getting the amendments ratified by listing the paragraph number and summarizing the evidence.  

	19th Amendment 
Summarize specific examples from the text explaining the difficulties associated with getting the amendment ratified.

	Paragraph #
	Summary of Text

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Equal Rights Amendment 
Cite specific examples from the text explaining the difficulties associated with getting the amendment ratified.

	Paragraph #
	Summary of Text
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SAMPLE ANSWERS to the Back-Exercise Sheet
Complex Text Graphic Organizer: Women’s Rights Case Study
Directions: Before you begin, number each paragraph in the Women’s Rights Case Study reading. After reading, cite specific examples from the text that explain the difficulties for getting the amendments ratified.  
	19th Amendment 
Summarize specific examples from the text explaining the difficulties associated with getting the amendment ratified.

	Paragraph Number
	Summary of Text

	
	1848 – Seneca Falls, NY Convention, a proposal for woman suffrage passed at the convention 

	
	Post Civil War – Stanton and Anthony fought to have women included in the 14th and 15th amendments 

	
	1872 – Susan B. Anthony was arrested, convicted, and fined for trying to vote

	
	1875 – the Supreme Court said that states were not required to allow women to vote

	
	Early 1900s - Carrie Chapman Catt and the National American Woman Suffrage Association lobbied government and Alice Paul and the National Woman’s Party participated in civil disobedience as methods of fighting for suffrage  

	
	1919 – the 19th Amendment was ratified by Congress but did not get enough state-level ratifications. States’-rights advocates, the liquor lobby, some businesses and some women opposed the ratification

	
	1920 - The amendment was decided by one vote, that of 24-year-old legislator Harry Burn, who voted "yes" in response to a letter from his mother saying, "Hurrah, and vote for suffrage!" 

	
	August 26, 1920 – the 19th Amendment was officially ratified. 72 years after the Seneca Falls Convention

	Equal Rights Amendment 
Cite specific examples from the text explaining the difficulties associated with getting the amendment ratified.

	Paragraph Number
	Summary of Text

	
	1923 – Alice Paul believed in a Equal Rights Amendment that would provide freedom from legal sex discrimination

	
	The amendment was introduced in every session of Congress and passed in 1972 (49 years later)

	
	1943 – Alice Paul changed the wording of the ERA to have a similar qualities to the 15th and 19th amendments 

	
	1960s – women organized and began to demand for the ERA

	
	1972 – ERA passed both houses of Congress. Congress placed a 7-year deadline on the ratification process. 22 states ratified the ERA in the first year. 

	
	1973-1976 – ratifications slowed down and opposition began to increase. Eight ratifications in 1973, three in 1974, one in 1975 and zero in 1976

	
	Many different groups opposed ratification: Anti-ERA organizers, states’-rights advocates, religious groups

	
	Stated began to delay ratification and decided not to ratify 

	
	1979 – As the ratification deadline approached, supporters asked for the deadline to be extended. The deadline was extended to June 30, 1982

	
	Supporters of the ERA increased lobbying, petitioning, rallies, walkathons, fundraisers and even hunger strikes

	
	The Equal Rights Amendment did not succeed in getting ratified. The amendment was unable to get three more states to ratify before the deadline
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How We Amend

There are two parts to the amending process: proposing
and ratifying. Each can happen two ways.

An amendment is proposed when: An amendment is ratified when:
@ two-thirds of both @ three-tourths of state legislatures

vote to ratity the amendment.

houses of Congress

pass it. All 277 ratified
amendments have been
proposed this way.

2/3

House of
Representatives

OR @ two-thirds of state legislatures submit an

application to Congress, and then Congress calls a
convention where amendments can be proposed
by the states. To date, this has never happened.

Archivist of the United States certifies the
amendment as part ot the Constitution.

Amendments vs. Laws

T

Amendments change the

® O
fundamental structure,
powers, or protected rights
of the government or

citizens. They change how

both houses of Congress and

PRATARATE.

@ conventions vote to ratify

After the required number of states ratify, the e amendment in
three-fourths of the states.

‘.l ﬁ “l w
the government itselt works. S 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 9O
To ensure that such
fundamental changes are not
made in haste, two-thirds of
O

three-quarters of the states
(or conventions) have to pass
an amendment.

OR

i
Wit
iy

Laws are passed by
Congress with a simple
majority vote, then
approved by the President.
They can easily be changed

by passing another law.
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Y power under the Constitution will
o##  always be with the people.”

George Washington, 1787

Article V

The Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses shall deem it
necessary, shall propose Amendments to this Constitution, or, on
the Application of the Legislatures of two thirds of the several
States, shall call a Convention for proposing Amendments, which, in
either Case, shall be valid to all Intents and Purposes, as Part of this
Constitution, when ratified by the Legislatures of three fourths of
the several States, or by Conventions in three fourths thereof, as the
one or the other Mode of Ratification may be proposed by the
Congress; Provided that no Amendment which may be made prior to
the Year One thousand eight hundred and eight shall in any Manner
affect the first and fourth Clauses in the Ninth Section of the first
Article; and that no State, without its Consent, shall be deprived of
its equal Suffrage in the Senate.










