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The Great State Name:

State Government: Sound Familiar? Mﬁ\ﬁlgu UW g IE [g

State governments work almost exactly like the federal government. e e Ll cameral
There are three branches of government: an executive branch, a Legislature
legislative branch, and a judicial branch. At the state level, the head of
the executive branch is called the governor. Every state except one also ~ Nebraska is the only state whose
has a bicameral legislature, meaning that the legislature is made up of ~ egislature has one chamber, not
two chambers. In most states, those chambers are called the Senate two. Instead of having a Ser_‘ate
and the House of Representatives. A state’s judicial branch normally Ia\lnd g Hou,se Of. Represe_ntatlves’

) ) ebraska’s legislature just has one
includes a high court, often caIIecI_ the Supr_eme Court, and a system of group of representatives that
lower courts. These lower courts include trial courts and appeals courts.  dees aj the lawmaking.

A state’s three branches interact just like the three branches at the
federal level. The purpose of having three branches is to balance power
so that no one branch or person becomes too powerful. The state’s
legislature passes laws. A state’s governor can veto laws that are
passed, and a state’s high court has the power to decide whether state
laws violate the state’s constitution.

The State Legislative Branch

The state legislature is the state’s lawmaking body. The state’s
legislators are the state’s lawmakers. Each state is divided into
legislative districts that contain roughly the same number of citizens.
Citizens in each district elect representatives to serve in the state
legislature. That means the state legislators represent the citizens who
live in their district. This way, the interests of people in different parts
of the state can be represented when state laws are being considered.

Many state legisiatures have outgrown
their historic buildings, such as this
state capitol building in Arizona.

The State Executive Branch

The head of a state’s executive branch is the state governor. The
governor is like the “president” of a state and has similar powers, such
as the power to veto b_iIIs passed by the state’s legislature. A state’s Cowermoss onneadh sklebekng o
executive branch also includes many departments. States usually National Governors Association and
have their own departments of education, transportation, health, and  meet twice each year to discuss issues
other services. These departments carry out the laws passed by the  hat affect all states.

state’s legislature.

Suprememmrt The State Judicial Branch
ﬁ At the state level, like the federal level, cases start in a trial court. In many
M Jﬂl Jﬂl states, the trial-court level is called the superior court. States also have
Appeals _~._ Courts appeals courts where people can fight a trial court’s ruling. And, of course,
ﬁ every state has a high court. A state’s high court reviews the decisions
bbbt d made by lower courts, supervises the other courts, and interprets the state
Superior ﬁ Courts constitution as it applies to the law. State judicial branches also include a

1 i g g level of _courts below the trial courts. These courts h_anc_lle the thousgnds of
1T i 1 i it S M fi S G smaller issues that come up every day, such as traffic tickets and minor
Municipal, City, or Justice Courts crimes called misdemeanors.
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